
 
 
Excerpt from Agenda Notes 
August 13, 2020 Infrastructure Committee Meeting 
Dan Werner 
 
VTrans’ Class 1 Paving – Discussion on Court Street crosswalk at Mary Hogan North 
 
I have attached an orthophoto of the Court Street corridor between Court Square and Cross Street. 
Currently there is a crosswalk across Court Street at Mary Hogan North intersection. 
 
Some historical information – This crosswalk at Court Street and Mary Hogan North (MHN) was installed 
in 1998 after a fatality there; a 12-year-old ran across the street (July 1998).  At the time, the Court Street 
and Cross Street intersection was not improved. Cross Street was just a stop sign at Court Street.  There 
were no signals with pedestrian phases like we have now.  The corridor improvements along Court Street 
from Center Plaza (Hannafords) to Court Square were installed in 2007.  The Cross Street Bridge project 
also improved the intersection at Court Street.  At Court Square, a center pedestrian island with push 
buttons was installed to break up the long crossing into two segments.  At MHN, twin mast arms with 
yellow flashing beacon lights (facing north and south) were installed.  The reality with these flashing 
beacons is that drivers do not see them anymore.  These are no longer recommended as they are deemed 
not to be effective.  Just a few years ago we initiated a crossing flag program and we installed a flag system 
at MHN. 
 
The MHN intersection is a tricky location for both pedestrians and vehicles.  There is a left turn from 
southbound Court Street onto MHN.  There is a gas-station/convenience store on either side of the 
intersection.  The northbound approach has a center island (at grade) at the Champlain Farms exit.  This 
was installed as part of the corridor improvements to give some spacing for vehicles entering and exiting 
Champlain Farms.  The Mobil-Dunkin’ Donut (MDD) store was not built at the time of the corridor 
improvements.  Turning traffic into and out of MDD has increased near the intersection. 
 
The short distance between Cross Street and MHN makes the MHN crossing behave like a mid-block 
crosswalk; it’s unexpected.  Southbound drivers are looking for vehicles turning out of MDD, checking for 
pedestrians, checking for traffic coming out of MHN, checking for traffic coming out of Champlain Farms 
and starting to look at the Cross Street signal lights while anticipating traffic flow stopping and starting.  
The northbound drivers are accelerating away from the signal at Cross Street, and some may have just 
made the left turn from Cross Street. They are checking for vehicles entering or exiting Champlain Farms, 
for vehicles exiting or entering MHN, for pedestrians at the crosswalk, and for stopped traffic due to traffic 
at MDD. 
 
I bring this to the Committee to discuss whether the crosswalk at MHN should be retained.  There are 
much more than just pedestrian issues here.  There are much safer pedestrian crossings at fully signalized 
intersections: at Court Square and at Cross Street.  I did ask Chief Hanley for his Department’s perspective.  
He reports “regular use from single and multiple pedestrians, parents with strollers, residents under 
clinician care from 15 Court Street and the Charter House Shelter.” 
 
However, there are safer options using the signalized intersections as mentioned above.  The State can 
provide a rapid flashing beacon system here.  Granted they are very effective, but I think we should 
consider the bigger picture. 


